
 
 

August 8, 2025 
 

 
The Honorable Bill Cassidy 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Cassidy: 
 
Thank you for your leadership to bring forward Nicholas Kent, President Trump’s appointee 
to serve as U.S. Under Secretary of Education, for Congressional confirmation. Consumer 
Action for a Strong Economy (CASE) applauds the Senate’s vote. Mr. Kent’s expertise and 
experience will help advance President Trump’s vision to restore choice and competition in 
education and improve outcomes for students at every level.  
 
The previous administration marshalled the full resources of the Department of Education 
to prop up failing public, private, and state-run universities, despite mounting evidence this 
model of post-secondary education “no longer works.” More than 40 percent of Gen Z 
college graduates and over half of Millennial graduates say they could have entered their 
career without a degree. One third wish they had taken a different route or skipped college 
entirely. 
 
As more and more “toolbelt generation” students gravitate towards good-paying careers in 
skilled trades, confidence in higher education has plummeted. Most Americans no longer 
believe a traditional four-year degree is worth the cost, and almost half of parents say they 
would prefer their children not attend a four-year college after high school. It’s no wonder 
that enrollment at career colleges and technical programs—which offer flexible schedules, 
career-applicable instruction, and cost-effective programming—continues to outpace any 
other sector of higher ed. 
 
Yet, in an attempt to foist its mass student loan cancellation plan on a reluctant public—
despite being rebuffed by the nation’s highest court—the Biden administration launched an 
unprecedented attack on career colleges and faith-based institutions. As CASE noted in our 
previous letter, the administration’s “sue-and-settle” campaign was never about advancing 
student interests; it was meant to punish schools that didn’t conform to the Department’s 
political agenda.  
 

https://hbr.org/2021/05/the-u-s-education-system-isnt-giving-students-what-employers-need
https://www.newsweek.com/half-graduates-say-they-didnt-need-their-college-degree-current-job-1970888
https://www.wsj.com/lifestyle/careers/gen-z-trades-jobs-plumbing-welding-a76b5e43?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=ASWzDAgknJNxO2GFnpUfAfFyal6UESqe2ZrT_ABGC_iho2Swe7Mc9D2JH1XVcKcr53c%3D&gaa_ts=6894f4de&gaa_sig=4rpu-R97lwlCAH8HCo7rAQG36OZLrlhPgh24AZVSpc3m71GtygHdCUlIqAl-rTD9JAl3yYJpU0b6K8PdbNgfKg%3D%3D
https://www.wsj.com/articles/americans-are-losing-faith-in-college-education-wsj-norc-poll-finds-3a836ce1?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=ASWzDAi_kQw_e0QUcaIx0bY1MbU8t0MpXw5WH-pwnl_gu-y1J8e5z4KdgslZ1rff2Dg%3D&gaa_ts=6894f55a&gaa_sig=SbSfNfXc6lNe4J5-69cVhMZtM8qpGcydyKGPHBpjVV7WSgQv7pUHWf1YuG25iW4TLNr9yAn5Icrpbw5kJyUzeA%3D%3D
https://hechingerreport.org/poll-nearly-half-of-parents-dont-want-their-kids-to-go-to-a-four-year-college/
https://hechingerreport.org/poll-nearly-half-of-parents-dont-want-their-kids-to-go-to-a-four-year-college/
https://universitybusiness.com/the-surprising-force-behind-sturdy-enrollment-growth-in-higher-ed/
https://caseforconsumers.org/cardona-bias/
https://caseforconsumers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/CASE-Letter-Trump-DoED-Nominees.pdf?x41743


Mr. Kent’s has promised to restore balance to the federal regulatory framework and level the 
playing field for all types of institutions to compete, innovate, and better serve students.  
 
“The federal government should be less focused on making legacy institutions ‘too big to fail’ 
and making students skilled enough to succeed… The ‘higher education industrial complex’ 
must be shaken up by competition, accountability, and a future-focused mindset,” he wrote 
following his confirmation. “I look forward to embracing alternatives to the traditional four-
year degree—promoting vocational training, apprenticeships, and innovative credentials 
that align education with the in-demand needs of today's workforce.”  
 
Mr. Kent’s brand of leadership—which dares to challenge the status quo and dug-in special 
interests, rather than kowtow to them—is exactly the kind of rethinking necessary to restore 
parity and impartiality to the regulatory system, foster student choice and parental control, 
and rebuild confidence in U.S. higher education. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to provide a fair hearing and timely confirmation vote for Under 
Secretary Kent. CASE looks forward to working with you, your colleagues in Congress, and 
the entire Trump administration to help advance education policies that benefit students 
and that help secure the United States’ position as a global leader. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gerard Scimeca  
Chairman & General Counsel  
Consumer Action for a Strong Economy 

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/speech/under-secretary-kent-restoring-american-greatness-postsecondary-education
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/speech/under-secretary-kent-restoring-american-greatness-postsecondary-education

